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News from Poland

On 22nd August this year lain and Alison Biddle completed their trio of Cross deliveries for Albert
George Thomlinson. lain, as chair of Round Table, had placed a cross at a grave in St Mary’s churchyard
on 3rd August 2014 and then followed this up on 24th January 2015 by laying a wreath at the Dunkirk

Memorial, where Albert is officially commemorated by CWGC.
When we discovered that he had died whilst a PoW in Poland,
CWGC investigators identified the likely burial plot and so the

Cmentarz
Garnizonowy

Biddles were able to
complete their
mission.

The cemetery is very
overgrown so they
placed the wreath by
the remnants of the
entrance gates.

The full story is
recounted in our
book “Thame
Remembers the fallen”

Old German War Cemetery, Nysa

On Monday this week we were very surprised to receive a Facebook message to say that the story had been
covered by the Nysa city newspaper who had published this article. In translation it tells about the project

Nysa: Brytyjski zotnierz Il wojny pochowany w naszym miescie

Wieniec kryje niesamowita historie

Przy starym cmentarzu wojennym na ulicy Krasickiego w Nysie
od kilku dni na stupie przy wejsciu znajduje sie wieniec, z trescia

w jezyku

- Minglo tyle lat od woj-
ny. a klok z zagranicy pofa-
tygowal si i prayjechal do
Polski z takim wieficem - za-
uwaiy z uznaniem nasz czy-
telnik Janusz Wajcik, kiory
przystal nam zdjecia.
Wicnicc kryje tajemni-
ce, kiory udalo nam si¢ wy-
jasnic. Z zamieszczonej do
niego tresci wynika, Ze na
starym wojennym niemiec-
kim cmentarzu zostal po-
chowany szeregowy Albert
Gorge Thomlinson, Zmark
20 lipca 1940 roku. Albert
Gorge Thomlinson byt zol-
nierzem pulku © nazwie
Oxford and Bucks Light
Infantry (pulku lekkiej pie-
choty armii brytyjskief).
Wieniec ten  zostal
umieszezony przez Thame
Remembers - stowarzysze-
nie 7 micjscowosci Thame
w Anglii. W 100-lecie za-
koficzenia T wojny $wiato-
wej realizuje ono projekt
wyszukiwania i upamietnia-
nia swoich mieszkaficow,
ktorzy nie wrocili z wszyst-
kich dzialati wojennych od
1914 roku. Z niewielkiego

Kryje on ni

wowezas Thame liczacego
ok. 2900 esab 2 T i 1T wojny
Swiatowej nie wrdcifo ok.
400 mieszkanicow. Stowa-
rzyszenie Thame Remem-
bers wyszukuje informacje
o ich losach, a w migjscu ich
pochéwhu kladzie wience.

Na wieficu, obok nazwy
fundatora, jest jego charak-
terystyczny krzyz. Zdobi on
wszysikie migjsca spoczynku
solnierzy z Thame.

Na stronie stowarzysze-
nia znajduja si¢ natomiast
relacje z upamiginiania ta-
kich miejsc pochowku Bry-
tyjezykéw na calym Swiecie.
Z Nysy takiej jeszeze nie
ma.

Na stronie stowarzysze-
nia znaledliémy natomiast
informacje o losach Alber-
ta Gorgea Thomlinsona.
Urodzil si¢ on w USA, ale w
1921 roku 2 rodzicami wyje-
chat do Wielkicj Brytanii. W
czasie 11 wojny $wiatowej w
1939 roku z IV batalionem
Oxford and Bucks Light In-
fantry zostal przerzucony do
Francji jako czedé brytyjskicj
ekspedycji wojennej. Bral

ita historig.

udzial w obronie i walczyt
w okolicy Cassel. Z dwoma
braémi trafil jako jeniec do
niemieckiega abozu w Lam-
binowicach. Zmart w szpi-
taln w Nysie 20 lipca 1940
roku i zostal pochowany w
Nysie, na starym niemicc-
kim cmentarzu wojennym.
Zanim jednak historia jego
loséw  zostata  ustalona,
wezesniej umieszczono jego
nazwisko na pomniku wo-
jennym zolnierzy brytyjskich |
w Dunkierce, o kiorych nic g
wiadomo gdzie polegli.

Private
wert George Thomlinson
\
Bucks Light Infantry |
ed: 20 July 1940 I‘
he Old German War
y, Nysa, Poland

and about Albert Tomlinson.

It has also been picked up by a Nysa
history group who said that. “So far
no-one in Nysa spoke or wrote about
this Englishman from Thame. His
story was unknown. Thanks to your
project and the people who visited
Nysa, the hitherto unknown story of
A G Thomlinson will become part of
the local history of the city of Nysa.
Thank you for that. | value and
respect what you do. This is a great
initiative,”

| am sure that we will be in touch
further on this.

There is also mention in the article
of further information which we are
following up. (see below)

Thomlinson's name appeared in the documentation discovered in 1946 in Eambinowice and concerning the deaths of
English captives. It is mentioned in a book by Stanistaw Lukowski titled "Nazi crimes in Eambinowice and Stawiecice in
the Opole region in 1939-1945" ("Slask" Publishing House)
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[ Family Tree Magazine

You may recall that Family Tree Magazine covered our Project in
December 2014, soon after we started. They have now followed
up that article in the latest issue which went on sale this week.

We are sure Wendy Townsend who is featured will be delighted.

Karen Clare reports on the latest genea
news, including highlighting a selection of
projects and events that commemorate th
lives of our WW | ancestors. Got a story
share? Email editorial@family-tree.co.uk

-adicated researchers in Thama,
Oxfordshire have completed a remarkable
project s dellvera crass Lo thireating

place of svery man recordad an the own's war
memorials, whara ever that may b in the world:

The Thame Remembars project, which bagan on
4 August 2014 to commemerate WW1 hut covers:
all confiicts, has ssen mare than 300 fogal people
dalivar “Thama Remembars. crosses o oraves and
memariais workdwide i honour 212 men. Most wers
dliverad fo France, Belgium and the UK, but others
ware laken to Singapore, India, Turkoy, Egypt, Mew
Zealand and sven naval war graves; such as the
nospital ship Glenart Castle, sunk in the Brsiol
Channel in 1918,

The profect, which was a collaborstion between
Thame Mussum and Thame Town Gruncil, will end
on Armistions Day, 11 Novamber 2018, Projsct leader
Dayid Brotherton sald: 'Itis a fantastic schisvement,
taken s t0 places we winld never have considersd
an kaken over ourlives with the:researchoant
organising visits.

The team is producing a book about the projent,
mbe lmunchedon 21 October at Thame Literry
Festival, and a play sntitled Ten Tommies Fram

| Thamie - which follows the stories of 10 mon who

Joined up together i August 1574 = will be staged

: ST st Thame Playes Theatre on 8 and 10 Novembar,
E www.thameramembers.org

212 townsmen h'onoured
across the globe

[ Ringing Remembers ]

On 11th November 2018, 100 years since the Armistice, bells will
ring out in unison from churches and cathedrals in villages, towns
and cities across the country.

Church bells remained restricted throughout the course of the
war and only rang freely once the Armistice was declared on 11th
November 1918. On that day the ringing of church bells erupted
spontaneously across the country, as an outpouring of relief that
four years of war had come to an end.

The bell ringers programme will honour that moment and the
1,400 bell ringers who died in the war by recruiting 1,400 new
bell ringers to take part in the commemorations. Thame Bell
Ringers will be taking part in this national commemoration at St
Mary’s Church at 7.05pm immediately following the lighting of a
beacon at the War Memorial.

] Diary dates

11 Aug to 19 Dec ‘18
Thame Remembers
Exhibition
Thame Museum

21 Oct 2018
Book Launch
5pm. Barns Centre
TAI Festival

9 Nov 2018
Remembrance Field
of Crosses
Memorial Gardens

9 & 10 Nov 2018
‘Ten Tommies from
Thame’
Players Theatre

Tickets available from
Thame Players & Spear Travels

11 Nov 2018
10.50 am
Remembrance Service
Upper High Street

7 pm
Beacon Lighting

Memorial Gardens

7.05 pm
Bell Ringing
St Mary’s Church
7.30 pm
Thame Remembers
Celebration
Spread Eagle, Thame

STOP PRESS

Thame Town Council
have confirmed that the
War Memorial is to be
cleaned in time for the
Armistice Centenary
Remembrance Service,
with the work due take
place w/c 1st October




Final Celebration

May we extend an invitation to everyone
who has taken part in the Thame
Remembers Project to join our celebration
event on 11th November 2018 at 7.45pm.
We have booked the banqueting suite at

| the Spread Eagle, where we will serve up a
buffet supper and be entertained by some

\
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Thame

musSeum

This newsletter is printed
and published by Thame
Museum Trust and
distributed free to all

This paper is intended as a
digest of news items about
the Thame Remembers
project to keep the people of
Thame up to date with what

strolling “Players” who will immerse us in is happening.

the atmosphere of 1918, interspersed with
short speeches, recollections, and mutual
congratulations on a job well done.

Thame Remembers
79 High Street
Thame
OX9 3AE

01844 212801

Spread Eagle 1918

Initially we are restricting bookings to those who have been involved with the
project, but if you have delivered a cross, joined us on one of our Battlefield
Tours or in any way made a significant contribution to the project then we
hope that you will join us on this occasion.

We are able to subsidise the cost of this celebration and so have kept the price down to just £12.50
each. Please book through David on 01844 215178 or Mike on 07973 440229.
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' “Ten Tommies

from Thame”

Thame Remembers

present
in collaboration with Thame Players

Ten Tommies from Thame

Tickets are selling fast for our revue ‘Ten Tommies from Thame’
at Thame Players Theatre on 9" and 10" November.

The play is based on a Thame Gazette report at the end of
August 1914 about ten men from Thame signing up for active
service. Research by the Thame Remembers team has filled in a
lot of background which has enabled us to present their
subsequent experiences and individual fortunes as a stage play
which explores the impact of war on them and on their families
back in Thame.

J

Conceived by and written as a collaboration between Mike Dyer
and local author Catherine Jones, the production will feature
some of our own volunteers amongst the cast.

Friday 9th and Saturday 10th November at 7.45pm

The Players Theatre, Nelson Street, Thame
Tickets £6 from Spear Travels, Greyhound Walk, Thame,
Tel: 01844 217228 or online from www.thameplayers.co.uk

gistered charity

Tickets at £6 each (no concessions) are available from Spear
Travels in Greyhound Walk or through the website

Thame Remembers Legacy Book

With all of our 212 crosses delivered our book is now complete and with
the printer. It will be launched at Thame Arts and Literary Festival on
Sunday 21 October, 5pm at the Barns Centre, where David and Mike will
be on stage in conversation with Dr Ann Barrington.

S;ﬁ Thame

The book records how the project came about and how it has
progressed, some general contextual background about the conflicts, a
report on every man remembered in Thame, details of each Cross
delivery, and much more. The book is available to pre-order at the
discount price of £20 instead of the cover price of £25.

Please contact David for more details 01844 215178

Thame Remembers is a project of Thame, Oxfordshire to commemorate the centenary of World War One by researching
those from Thame who fell in all conflicts worldwide, and remembering them by placing a Thame Remembers Cross on their
grave or memorial wherever in the world that may be.  If you feel that you can help please contact Dave on 01844 215178.

3



